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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In an Office Action mailed January 29, 2002, restriction to one of the following 
inventions was required under 35 U.S.C. §121: 

Group I: claims 1-11 and 56, drawn to a method of decreasing the PGE2:PGE2a 
ratio and zinc:cadmium ratio in the body fluid of a mammal, classified in class 424, 
subclass 654; 

Group II: claims 12-16, drawn to a method of regulating the concentration of 
zinc-containing and PGE2-dependent matrix metalloproteinases in the body fluid of a 
mammal, classified in class 424, subclass 654; 

Group III: claims 17-19 and 60, drawn to methods of regulating and correcting 
the concentration of zinc in the body fluid and tissues of a mammal, classified in class 
424, subclass 654; 
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Group IV: claims 20-25 and 61, drawn to method of regulating and correcting the 
concentration of zinc (s/c; cadmium) in the body fluid and tissues of a mammal, 
classified in class 424, subclass 654; 

Group V: claims 26-35 drawn to a method of screening a person for indication of 
or a risk of developing a disease associated with a cadmium deficiency, classified in 
class 424, subclass 654; 

Group VI: claims 36-38 drawn to a method of regulating the influx of extracellular 
calcium into cells in the body of a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group VII: claims 39-41 drawn to a method for preventing or delaying the onset 
of prostate, colon or breast cancer in a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group VIII: claims 42 and 47-54 drawn to a method for preventing or slowing the 
progress of a disease associated with above-normal systemic levels of zinc in a human, 
classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group IX: claim 43 drawn to a method for preventing or delaying the onset of 
osteoporosis in a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group X: claim 44 drawn to a method for preventing or delaying the onset of 
diabetes in a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group XI: claim 45 drawn to a method for preventing or delaying the onset of 
hypertension in a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group XII: claim 46 drawn to a method for preventing or delaying the onset of 
Alzheimer's disease in a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Group XIII: claim 55 drawn to a method for inhibiting cancerous tumor growth in 
a human, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 
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Group XIV: claim 63 drawn to two compositions 
herein, classified in class 424, subclass 654. 

Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group IV, claims 20- 
prosecution on the merits. 

Applicant specify reserves the right to file one or more divisional applications 
directed to any of the non-elected claims. 
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